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What has

NATURE

ever done for us?’

ne of the gravest

‘misconceptions of the

modern age, and one which

has concerned me for

more years than I care to
remember, is the presumption that
Nature can be taken for granted and
her needs ignored. There are some who
seem to think that only when times
are good should we afford the cost of
nurturing the natural environment.
There are plenty more, I am afraid, who
see the process of protecting natural
systems as the sort of cost that should
be avoided altogether, simply because
it actively mterf%res with development,
job creation and economic growth.

W This prevailing attitude could not be
turther from the truth. Nature is, in fact,
the source and very basis of our welfare
and economic prosperity. For me, this is
so self-evident as to seem ridiculous
even to say it. But as countries struggle
to meet the enormous economic

J cha]lenges they face, the biggest one of

all remains largely hidden from view.
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This week, the
Prince of Wales
revealed that the
prospect of being a
grandjfather has
sharpened his
anxieties about our
environment. Here, he
argues that it would
profit us all to show
the Earth more respect

The services and countless benefits
to the human economy that come
from Nature have an estimated value
every year of around double the global
Gross Domestic Product, and yet this
colossal contribution to human well-
being is hardly ever mentioned when
countries consider how to create future
growth. As [ have long been trying to
point out, this situation cannot remain
the case for very much longer. We are
reaching a critical turning point when
humankind has to realise that people
and the human economy are both
embedded within Nature’s systems
and benevolence.

To some extent, this awareness is
slowly starting to gain ground in the
mainstream of our collective thinking.
In part, this is the result of recent
scientific studies and discoveries
which are being translated into many
inspiring examples of practical action.
Our dependence on Nature is also
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imagine 100°C boiling water instantly on tap.

Tea, coffee, pasta or veq are ready to go now!
Ultra-convenient and ultrasefficient, the -
Quooker is fast becoming mc!zspem
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